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"Drawing is the honesty of the art. There is no possibility of cheating. It is either good or bad," 

proclaimed Salvador Dali. Self-taught artist Thomas Howard's pencil drawings are boldly underscored by 

this statement, their hyper-realistic nature leaving no room for a misplaced line. Each figure and subject is 

crafted with careful attention to detail, monochromatic shading providing a tantalizingly organic breath of 

life. Each figure's mimetic presence calls to mind the sketches of Renaissance artists, studies of 

musculature and pose in order to imbue their works with vivacious energy, all of which is reflected in Mr. 

Howard's body of work.  

 

Scintillatingly drawn, each figure holds within it an inherent sensuality, the appearance of soft skin is 

juxtaposed against the stark contrasts of black and white, giving each figure an almost landscape quality, 

hills and valleys formed in the curves of muscles and fabric, coyly tempting the viewer into looking 

longer, to discover hidden details. Each stroke of the pencil exudes loving attention to detail, thoroughly 

planned and spontaneous all at once, a certain amount of kinetic energy flowing through each piece 

lending to the illusion of three-dimensionality. It's almost amazing to think that the figures within each 

drawing won't actually get up and start moving, their lifelike qualities speaking volumes. 

 

Thomas Howard's photo-realist style captures motion and detail with amazing, artistic precision, speaking 

to the mastery of the artist as he crafts each figure lovingly from the ground up. Rendered in an exquisite 

style, Mr. Howard's different drawings are filled with charismatic figures and shapes, capturing the 

attention of the viewer and refusing to let go even while teasing us with tantalizing textures.  

 

Bold and vivacious, Thomas Howard's hyper-realistic drawings capture the essence of life in each stroke 

of the pencil. Showcased around the world in museums and galleries, Mr. Howard's work is truly 

remarkable, painting him as a new contemporary master. The Amsterdam Whitney Gallery is pleased to 

shine the spotlight on this bright young star! 

 


