
Dear Admissions or Faculty,  

 

Good day. 

 

I will remain succinct as possible for this answer but bear in mind that this answer is by far the most 

important aspect of my application for a waiver, even more than the indicated 1-year college level math 

and English requirements.  In providing my answer I am also challenging the moral and logical sanctity of 

score requirements in a score waiver.  I'm requesting a waiver for standardized testing for two reasons.  

Please take the time to read in full before proceeding and before rendering any decision: 

 

First and foremost, I feel the aptitudes, values, ambitions and specific, multidisciplinary career AND 

community accomplishments I have accrued myself, in my own time, out of school, with no mentor, of 

my own volition, and DESPITE my medical and mental shortcomings, fundamentally void the 

prerequisite and even relevance of standardized testing altogether.  This may come across as 

presumptions, but at 22, I am the epitome of a nontraditional case and I am asking you to listen to my 

argument and reminding you that it is your responsibility.  I will be expounding upon this in GREAT 

depth soon in a Supplementary Letter (a unique aspect of the first part of the application which most 

other applicants would not think or bother to include) which will accompany my other application 

materials, such as the letter of recommendation and transcripts.  However, if need be, I can provide this 

explanation and summary of my out-of-school endeavors to you before December 3rd.  What I suggest 

you do as you evaluate my waiver request with an open mind, open heart and dedication to higher 

education is visit my work and craft website TBHWritingPencil.com, where there is an art biography, 

curriculum vitae, administrative resume in fine art, illustration portfolio, modeling portfolio and resume, 

music resume, other materials, and links to visual platforms where I share my work with an organic 

audience (feel free to join me there, by the way). 

 

Secondly, I believe specific obstacles which I had to overcome during critical stages of my academic 

career as other candidates were privileged enough to consummate without any impediments justifies 

my request for accommodation.  I’d like to clarify at this point that I do not suffer from a victim 

mentality.  It is, in fact, exactly the opposite.  Since a young age, as previously described, I have 

rationally recognized where I was at a disadvantage, which is in an of itself more than most youth are 

obligated to think about and found a way to prosper regardless.  This is evident in my body of 

competitive and often even industrial, post-graduate-level work which you have hopefully at this point 

perused, as per my prior suggestion.  One obstacle I dealt with in my early teens and throughout my 

adolescence, but have overcome, was anorexia nervosa, which brandishes the highest mortality rate of 

all mental disorders.  I should hope it is self-explanatory how such a thing might be disruptive in high 

school for a 16-year-old boy, but to provide a specific example, my attendance record was quickly 

obliterated in my attempts to remain in school whilst pursuing treatment, and so too was my 95+ GPA 

which I had maintained my entire academic career since becoming a member of the National Junior 

Honor Society.  In lieu of high school, I sought out a GED and credits from a local community college 

where I was taking, naturally, college-level Math and English, with the intention of pursuing an AA and 

transferring into a prestigious school, but the university’s policy changed, and I realized even with such 

accreditation I would not be eligible, effectively rendering the alternative null and void.  Since this time, 

at the age of 16, I have studied, practiced and freelanced, and as you might have discovered earlier, I 

https://tbhwritingpencil.com/
https://www.instagram.com/l3ehind/


developed my profession and style, exhibited my work around the country and achieved international 

publications with the aim of succeeding without the privilege of higher learning, though at some 

juncture, I did apply to Columbia University and engage Princeton University, and although both 

institutions commended my ability and initiative, Princeton going as far as to remark on one of my 

exhibitions and state the skillsets I was developing were what they pursue in prospective students, they 

both admitted they were not yet prepared for such a nontraditional case. For me to compete in the 

context of score would not only be a betrayal of where I DO excel (and granted, I was an exceptional 

student) but would be unfair given what I endured.  It is a curveball most of the entire human 

population doesn’t even have to deal with, not just students, and in tandem with this fact, most other 

medically healthy humans don’t even commit to such massive undertakings from a young age.  I ask you 

to consider this. 

 

If you approve my waiver, the first part of my application, which I began on August 1st as soon as it 

became available, will already be complete, and I will eagerly await the comprehensive Home Test, even 

as I uphold my other commitments…such as the photorealistic portrait I’m working on currently 

depicting two gay Jews, the architectural rendering and design I’m working on depicting a 

contemporary, multilevel glass and concrete residence, the novel I have been writing for years, the 

background acting work which calls for me to work from AM to AM, the classical piano music I review 

amid all my other commitments, the petitions and campaigns I lead for certain activist causes, and my 

constant pursuit of talent representation and new opportunities.   

 

If you’d like to arrange an interview or some other form of personal evaluation where I can express my 

case, please don’t hesitate to email or call me. 

 

Thank you for reading, 

 

Tom  

 

Thomas B. Howard  

TBHWritingPencil.com 


