
Cover Letter 

 

Dear Cooper Union Admissions and Faculty, 

 

This is a supplementary letter I have written to accompany my submitted letter of recommendation, 

written by Laurie S. Auth, graduate of University of Virginia majoring in literature and art history, and 

graduate of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago studying painting with Ray Yoshida.  I strongly 

encourage you to read both in full and I appreciate your care. 

 

Since a letter of recommendation is meant to reinforce a candidate’s qualifications, attributes, character 

and merit, I have proactively taken the additional time to help express the varied arts and activities I 

have dedicated the last 7 years of my young life to.  You will find that I am not a conventional case by 

any means, and while I was an exceptional student during my time in school before contending with 

anorexia nervosa, I am focusing on my accomplishments outside of school.  At this time, as you read this 

passage, I would also suggest that you pull up my work website, TBHWritingPencil.com , where there is 

an easily-accessible art biography, curriculum vitae, portfolio, multiple other sections pertaining to my 

pursuits with their own respective portfolios and/or resumes, and even my social media accounts where 

I share my work with my audience and speak unabashedly on human rights issues.   

 

It should be noted that one of my strongest aptitudes is illustration.  This was where I began at about 10 

with isometric renderings expressing my love of lavish residential dwellings.  They later advanced into 

industry-level architectural renderings at 14, and then came hyper-rendered miniature portraiture, 

human form, and digital paint.  Though teaching myself the theory and technique necessary for this 

portfolio to exist has made me relatively well-rounded, where I am distinguished is most definitely 

‘jagged’ areas of concentrated ability rather than balance.  For example, my architectural designs and in 

some cases photo-realistic pencil drawings are two separate, autonomous realms—both labyrinthine in 

nature, whether it is a 1-inch micro drawing depicting a 24-story mansion designed from the inside-out, 

or a herculean male subject mounting a leather motorcycle.  After reaching this standard of technique 

and style I began exhibiting my work and pursuing other forms of promotion for exposure and in-field 

experience, which is detailed in my CV, while marketing my brand as best as possible.  The ‘business’ 

skill I developed proved no less important than creating the painstaking art itself, and it is summarized in 

my fine art administrative resume. 

 

Almost concurrently in my teens I studied classical piano music.  I taught myself what I needed at the 

time: music theory necessary to reading and memorizing scores and scores of music, which I largely 

remember and review to this day, in the vein of Schubert, Bach, Beethoven and Chopins.  It also 

augmented my ability to compose which had manifested before I even knew what notes were. 

Nowadays, it seems I have less time to maintain competitive-level playing, but it remains a skill I have 

developed and excelled in, and can tap into at any time, regardless of not being a recipient of pedagogy 

like the standard pianist. 

 

Shortly after learning to play I ventured into singing.  I have not intensively studied vocal science, but 

just like the other disciplines, through observation, practice and the use of relevant theory and 

curriculum I have forged a competitive-level, unique skill and applied it.  My technique, style and range 



are in the vein of Pop singer Christina Aguilera and similar divas, who I have emulated in a few respects, 

and mimics sopranos I also observed to improve vocal health.  More recently, as I began pursuing music 

formally, I achieved PBS airtime on a program starring an internationally acclaimed pianist, where I 

performed a vocal rendition of Barbara Streisand’s “Somewhere” for a live studio audience and was 

interviewed, viewable on TBHWritingPencil.com/music among other musical compilations.  It was 

televised in California.  These opportunities I procure myself.  Whether it is international publications in 

visual art, fighting for talent representation, or getting featured in a prominent performance setting, a 

resourceful, business mindset is crucial.  That is another responsibility I took on from a very young age. 

 

Speaking of seeking out representation, another trade I decided to take on was modeling.  Primarily, my 

goal was to monetarily fuel my craft in a way that was relevant enough to my career.  It is more efficient 

work than slaving months over a single graphite drawing and is well-lucrative, and as it turns out, I 

developed an admiration for the art form albeit a cruel one.  My current modeling portfolio and resume 

is available at TBHWritingPencil.com/modeling.  There, one may peruse the collaborations I’ve had with 

various artists, such as casting director, stylist and fine art photographer Jahn Hall, Japanese abstract 

photographer Kei Kitamura, kaleidoscope photographer, mixed media artist and student Victoria Zeoli, 

and author, forensic psychologist, professor and professional painter Sanford Drob.    

 

Knowing how to represent oneself is imperative in the arts field overall, whether in one discipline or 

multiple.  I feel I demonstrate this mentality in my communication skills, initiative, ambition, and strong 

sense of independence.  Years ago, when I was 16 and participated in an exhibition in New Jersey 

curated by Tom Montanari, who compared my abstracts to that of Dali, Princetion University happily 

remarked on these attributes in a personalized letter, saying they felt the skill sets I was hard at work 

developing at the time, as well as the attitude required to do so, were the hallmark of values they seek 

out in prospective students.  Columbia University, too, commended my work at the time of interviewing 

me, but admitted they were not yet prepared to take on such a nontraditional case, despite the self-

ascertainable fact that I would be an active, valuable part of the community. 

 

Part of making community and industry contributions is having a strong sense of one’s work and brand.  

The will to learn, progress and evolve is necessary in all the individuals who collaborate for innovative 

and effective outcomes. Ownership of oneself as the individual in a group setting, is tantamount to 

awareness of one’s self-preservation in the commitment to helping others.  What is a component that 

breaks easily? 

 

The process of evaluating what I offer, where I coincide, taking ownership and in general reflecting on 

myself came naturally as I grew as a writer.  In writing we are forced to contemplate ourselves and 

others.  This is prevalent in my psychological science fiction and equally so in my activism despite being 

different genres.  I’ve been slowly working on a novel and writing for certain causes since my late teens.  

During this time, I’ve connected with doctors, lawyers, nurses, other individuals in medicine, peers, 

older folk and even families through the petitions I’ve written which challenge organizations responsible 

for bullying, defaming and slandering minority groups through propaganda, and lobby victims and their 

supporters to stand up against certain social offenses and worse.  Much like the elements of my past 

which pushed me artistically and musically, I would not censor the pain spurring my activism.  If I am 

accepted into the Cooper Union I would love to further expound upon my humanitarian efforts. 



 

As an institution representing creative, unique, talented and engaged minds, your opinion is important 

to me and I am hoping you’ll agree with these sentiments and appreciate the unusual amount of work I 

have already put in to forging my art and character before attending any art school, and I do hope you, 

too, can see how these items will benefit the community of such an institution.  It is my hope to be able 

to commemorate Cooper Union for its commitment to the Arts as a proud alumnus in the future.  That 

being said, I have established that I am self-sufficient in my craft and willpower to succeed, so if not the 

Cooper Union arts community, I will devote myself to any niche that is fortunate enough to recognize 

my ample qualifications. 

 

Thank you for reading this cover letter and please enjoy the various materials I have consolidated for 

you in my application. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Thomas B. Howard 

 

 

 

 


